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XI-18 HalfYearly Examination 2023-24 A

ENGLISH-(Only One Paper)
Time:3:15 Hrs. Class- >XI M.M.100
Note:(i) This paper isdivided into four sections of A, B, C

and D.

(i) Allthe sections arecomplusory.
(iüi)Donotexced theprescribed wordlimitwhileanswering

thequestions.
Section -A(Reading)

1. Read the passage given below and then answer the
questions that follow it:

Mostofthe people who appear most often in history books

are great conquerors and generals. Strangely enough the

people who reallyhelped civilisation forward are often never

mentioned at all.Wo do notknow whomadethe first boat or

calcultated the length of the year butwe know all about killers

and destroyers. VWe raise statues to them simply because
they fought bravely. Buteven animals fight, so do savages.
To fightis not tobe civilised. Moreover, thereareother ways
of setting quarrels amongmen ornations. So rally, civilised

people have been those who have brought peace and
happiness tomankind. They have been prophets, saints,
doctors, inventors anddiscoveres. They have been turly great
since instead of inflicting pain and hardship upon humanity,
they have healed theirwounds. Instead of killing, they have
saved h�man lives. They are really civilised and deserve
ouradmirationand respect.

(a)Whoarethe people that generallyappear in historybooks?3
(b) What is stranges forthe writer? 3
(c)Why can the people who fought bravely not be called

civilised? 3
(d) Who are truly civilised? 1.5.
(e) Give th antonym of'Hurt? 1.5:

Section - B (Writing)
2. Make notes on the given passage and then make summary

of the passagewith the help of notes : 5
"Welive in deedsand not in years." It isbecauseof thisthat
all of us perfer one hour crowded with glory to a whole life

without fame. If providence wereto putthe choice before us,

perhaps we should all exclaim."Give ussixtyexciting minutes
and not countless millions of tame years without aname."A

(P.T.O.)
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life,however short,spent in doing things useful to the world

or humanity, is much better than living a hundred years and

spending the time in vain and useless pursuits. It is not life

that matters but noble actions. A man may have a short span

of life, but if within this period he has performed noble action,

he may be said to have truly lived.

Love of fame is divinely implanted in the human soul. It is

the divine spark which kindles all our latent faculites and

arouses us to action. Before it, all obstacles and difficulties,

inseparable though they may appear at first, melt into the

nothingness of a dream.Howeversteep and rugged the path,

however fullof thorns andstumbling-blocks it may be, it fills

us with irresistibleand super human power to struggle

heroically,to act nobly and die honourably.There cannot be
anything nobler in the world than this love of fame combined
with love of humanity.

3. Write an article for ånews paper on 'Family Values and

Changing Times'

or
Write an essayon "importance of Forest"

4. Write a letter tothe editor of anewspaper aboutterrorism.
or

Write a letter to thepublisherofenquiry forquotations.

Section -C(Grammer)
(a) Change any One into indirectspeech:

()Thepatient said,"Doctor cure my pain,please."

(()The farmer will say,"l am watering the fields."

(b)Change any One asdirected:
()The sun rose.The fog dispersed.

(Combine into simple sentence)

()Thedoctor came.The patient had died:

(combineinto complex sentence)

(c) Change anyOne into passive voice:
(i) He wrote a letter to me.
(ii) Call him.

(d) Correct anyOne of the following sentence:
(0) Thenews is much perplexing.
(ii) You, we and they arefriend.

(e) Use anyOne of thefollowingidioms in your ownsentence:
(Ö) Aman of Letters

(ii) Cry of the moon.
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(0) Use anyone from the given phrasal verbs inyour own
sentence -
(i) Make up (ii) Actupon

(9) Give the synonym of the following words :
(0) Calamity (i)Latent

(h) Give the antonym of the followingg words:
() Acquit (i) lgnorance.

(i) Use anyone of the followingidioms/phrases in your (wn
sentence :
(0) One who deserts his religion

(ii) Onwwhohas great love for one's country.

(i) Use the following words in the sentences of your own
sentence :
(() Idle (ü)ldeal

6. Translate thefollowing into English: 8

Section -D(Literature)

7. Answer anyoneof the following questions: 7
(a)Drawa character-sketch of thegrandmother.
(b) Describe how the CT scan of King Tut's mummy was

carried outon 5Janrary, 2005?

8: Answer any two ofthe fol�owing questions : 8
(a)Why did she stop talking to the author?

(b)What happened toSue?
(c) What were the things buried with Tut?

8. Read thegiven stanza and answerthe questions: 6
The Laburnum top issilent,quite still

In the afternoon yellow septembersunlight.

A few leaves, yellowing, allitsseeds fallen,

Till the goldfinch comes, with a twitching chirrup

Asuddenness, a startlement, ata branch end.

(a) Describe the Laburnum tree.

(b)Whatdoes the month of septembersignify here?
(c)What isthe effect ofthe goldfinch's Coming? (PT.O)
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10.Write the Central ldea ofany onepoem ofthe following:- 4
(a) A Photograph (b)The Laburnum Top

11. Answer any oneof the following questions i
7

(a) Drawa character-sketch of Mourad.

(b) Whatwasthe problem of Mrs Person? How did shethink

to solve it?

12.Answerany two of the following questions : 8
(a) Who wasJohn Byro?Why did he cometo Mourad's house?

(b)Whatwas that woman's reply to the narrator?

(c)What did Dorisdemand to her mother?


