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XIl-18 HalfYearly Examination 2023-24

ENGLISH-(Only One Paper)

Time:3:15 Hrs. Class - XII M.M.100:

Note: (i) Thispaper is divided intofoursections ofA,B,C

and D.(i) Allthesections are complusory. (ii)Do

not excedtheprescribed word limit while answering

thequestions.

Section -A (Reading)

1. Read the passage given below and then answer the

questions that follow :
You cannot consider yourself properly adjusted well with

other people.You may think that you have no useforthem,

that you can manage very well on your own resources. But if

you dothink this,your are mistaken.The herd-instinct which

is present in animals, is also particularlystrong in mankind.

Notice horses orcowsin a field sheltering from wind orrain.

You will find them allhundledtogether under thesame tree.

The security, warmth and comfort which these animals

find in keeping together is available to us, too, in human

companionship. The wise person realises this and learns to

get on well with the rest of the 'herd'.

(a) Give a suitable heading to the abOve passage. 3
(b) Give asummary of theabovepassage inyour own words.

(c) Explain the underlined portions given in the passage.

(d) What does the wise person realis

(e) () Give a synonymsof mankind.

(ü)What doyou mean by word companionship?

(ii) What is the opposite word of 'wise'?

Section-B(Writing)
2. Write an acticle on any one of thefollowing topics in about

100-150words: 108

(a) Your Hobby

(b)The game you like the most

(c)Water conservation.
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3. Write a letter to the editorofa newspapercriticising vulgarity

in Indian films.
10

or

Write a letter to the principal of your college requesting him

to arrange co-curricular activitiesat regular intervals.

Section -C(Grammer)
4. Choose a correct option to answerthe following questions:-10

(a)A personwho does not believe in the existernce of God:

0) €Jotist (üi) altruist

(ii) atheist (iv)emigrant.

(b) The phrase 'hold good' means:

(() happy (ii) thoughtful

(ii)effective (iv) hopeful.

(c) Thesynonym of 'destiny' is:
() defeat (ii) fortune

(ü) victory (iv) confidence.

(d) NosSOonerhad he comehere, when his father talked to

him. Which word in this sentence is an error:
(i) to

(iü) when

(i) had
(iv) here.

(e)Theantonym of'patriot'is:
(i) brave (ü)coward

(ii) traitor
(iv) honest.

5. (a) Changeany one of the following into indirect speech:- 2

(i) His mother said,"The sun is very hot today."

(iü) I said," .etus play badminton".

(b) Combine any one of the following asdirected: 2

() Shakespeare wrote julius Caesar. He was a great

dramatist. (intoasimple sentence)

()He is fool.He isa knave.

(intocompound Sentences)

(c) Transform any one ofthe following asdirected : 2

(0) It isnever too late to mend. (Removetoo)

(ii)Smoking isinjurious to health. (interrogative)
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(d) Correct any orne of the following sentence ::

(() This cloth is superiorthan that.

(ii) Iam fond to play cricket.

(e) Use anyoneof thefollowirgpairsof words in your sentence

to make their neaning clear :
(i) Look after (ii) Look out.

6. Translate the following into English : 5

Section -D(Literature)

7. Answer any two questions ofthe following in30-40words

each: 8

(a) Whathad been put up on the bulletin-board?

or

What makes the city of Firozabad famous?

(c) How did this experience affect him?

or

Why was he amused by this idea?

8. Answerany one of the followingquestion in about 100words:-7

(i) Describe the deplorable plightof the bangle-makers?

(i) Whatmade the peddler finally change his ways?

9. Read the stanzagiven below and answerthe questions that

follow : 6

Perhapsa huge silence

might interrupt this sadness

ofneverunderstanding ourselves

and ofthreatening ourselves with death

Perhapsthe Earth can teach us

as when everything seemsdead

and later proves to be alive.

Now I'IIcount up to twelve

and you keep quiet and i willgo.

(PT.O)
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(ö) What lesson does the Earthteachus?

(ii) What remains alive wheneverythingseems to be dead?

(i) What does the poet ask us to do?

10. Write the Central ldea of one of the poems given below:- 4

(a)My Mother at Sixty Six

(b) Keeping Quiet

(c)A Roadside Stand.

Answer anytwoof thefollowingquestions in about 30-40 words

each:
(a)Whatdoesthethird level refer to?

or

Who isthe Tiger king? Why washe named Tiger King?

(b) Howdid the kingsavehis throne?
or

What wondersdid the author realise when she reached

Antarctica?

11.Answer anyoneof thefollowingquestion in about 100words:-7

(a) What doyou infer from Sam's letter to Charley in the story

The Third Level?

(b) What isthe authorsindirect commertonsubjectinginnocent

animals to the wilfulness ofhuman beings.


